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Introduction and Methods

Early Urban Development Strategies

Does revitalization and development cause gentrification in specific areas; and, if this is the case, how can
sustainable urban design be implemented to help alleviate gentrification?
Gentrification: The displacement of earlier, typically poorer residents of a
neighborhood due to the process of repairing and rebuilding residential
and commercial buildings within a deteriorating area followed by an
inundation of middle-class or affluent people. It is omnipresent in central
and inner cities (Brown-Saracino, 2013). Early urban development
practices leading to gentrification included:
• New development

• Increasing property values

• Redevelopment

• Highway Construction

“When highways were built through the middle of cities,
often they ran right through black neighborhoods. The
justification was that highway construction
could redeem "blighted" urban areas, but, in practice,
highways often followed the paths of least resistance,
going where residents didn't have the power to stop
them” (Dozier, V., 2018).
I-496 Project: Lansing, Michigan (1960s)

• 1947: Arthur Rubloff commenced to revitalize the Michigan
Avenue district.
• Included new developments and renovation of existing
buildings, while several more skyscrapers were
incorporated through the following decades.

• “Redlining”

Methods
Case studies of successful strategies: REO Town in Lansing, Michigan and
Marketview Heights in Rochester, New York.
A fourteen-question anonymous voluntary survey was used to gauge
individual experience, knowledge, and opinions on gentrification.

Michigan Ave.: Downtown Chicago, Illinois

• 1913 – 2005: very high property costs in this area of Chicago
have expanded and shifted the demographics, ultimately
gentrifying these areas (Ahlfeldt, G. M., & McMillen, D. P., 2014).

Figure 1. Major U.S. Cities with Gentrified Neighborhoods

Early Development Outcomes

Successful Examples in Reducing Development Impacts

Results and Conclusion
Participatory Survey
44.09% reported having experience
with gentrification
87.10% reported witnessing an
area change after being developed
or redeveloped

U.S. cities with a population of +1M or higher contain 79% gentrifying tracts, with
22% of low-income neighborhoods experiencing gentrification and displacement
(Figures 2 and 3).

REO Town Revitalization: Lansing, Michigan

The initial goal was to make the district a more appealing place to live,
work, and visit, and this has been achieved through the revitalization, as
well as the recognition of maintaining market rate housing and retail
business.

Figure 2. Major U.S. Cities with Quantified
Gentrification

Participant input:
“Community involvement such as
feedback from community
members is critical to minimize the
effect of gentrification…. It is also
important to consider feeling as if
you do not belong in the
neighborhood that you are still
living in because you can no longer
afford the shops, etc.”

Figure 3. Major U.S. Cities- Gentrification Type

14 U.S. cities are highlighted as the most gentrified opportunity zones (Figure 4).
Cities within the Rust Belt or ‘new-tech areas’ experience the highest gentrification.
Early practices, such as redlining, new development, redevelopment, highway
construction, and increasing property values. Examples: I-496 project in Lansing,
Michigan (1960s) and the development of Michigan Ave in Chicago, Illinois (1940s).

Marketview Heights Collective Action Program (CAP) and resident
participatory planning influenced the plans and programs of the URD to
help shape the community and reduce adverse effects of redevelopment.
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What changes have you noticed in areas that have been
newly developed or redeveloped?

Marketview Heights Revitalization: Rochester, NY

Urban Renewal District Plan (URD):
• Revitalize by investing in infrastructure and affordable housing, using
mixed income housing to attract new residents
• Monitoring neighborhood change (inclusion and integration) through
facilitating a sense of place
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Areas that included the current residents in the decision and
policymaking stages of new development and redevelopment had
lower gentrification rates and consistent property values.

