
URBAN AGRICULTURE, 
A PATHWAY TO FIGHT 
POVERTY IN COMAS, 

LIMA

Communal gardens are a tool to improve 
the quality of life of a community

Having urban agriculture in Comas is 
important to improve and promote the 
consumption of food at low cost, the 

improvement of the urban environment 
and community development of the 

society.

STUDY SITE
Comas is the fourth largest district in Lima with a 
population of over 500,000 people. The district is divided 
into 14 zones and its total area is 48.75 km² (5% of the 
territory of the Metropolitan Lima area). Rio Chillón is the 
only water resource that passes through that territory. The 
best area to implement the community gardens would be 
the zone 14 because of its proximity to the river, which is 
an important water resource for the irrigation of the soil. 

Comas is a district that lacks green areas, and according to 
MINSA 16% of the population lives in poverty. This is above the 
avarege of 9.6% in Metrolopolitan Lima.

INTRODUCTION
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RESULTS

Comas has great potential to become a sustainable 
district if the project is supported by the local goverment 
and the residents. It is impressive how the community is 
willing to implement communal gardens all over the 
study area, not only because it is good for the 
environment but also because it can improve their life for 
the better.

Would it be beneficial to have communal 
gardens in the district of Comas, and what 
benefits would it bring to the community?

Comas, a district in Lima, Peru, does not have many green 
spaces and has some of the highest poverty rates in the region. 
This research explored ways the community can use free 
spaces that are not correctly used and create a communal 
garden for the benefit of the community. 

LITERATURE REVIEW

CONCLUSION

Often the urban planners and part of the scientific community 
do not consider spaces for Urban Agriculture. Langemeyer et 
al. (2020) stated that urban agriculture land-use is not 
prioritized in urban areas. 

Alarcón et al. (2019) mentioned that Lima has a few urban and 
peri-urban communal gardens. 

Funes-Monzote et al. (2019) affirmed that  is important to 
emphasize the structural issues that allow a lasting development 
of strategies for the ruralization of cities. It is necessary to 
establish mechanisms to stimulate initiatives that strengthen the 
mentality of the producer, of environmental preservation and 
health care. 

METHODS
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This capstone utilized the following methods:
1. Collecting demografic, soil and zoning data for Comas.
2. Analizing succesfull urban agriculture case studys in Lima.
3. Have Comas residents complete a survey on their 
perceptions of urban agriculture.

70% of the residents from Comas 
think that spaces should be alocated 

to have urban agriculture.

70%

80%

80% of the residents from Comas think 
that involment of the community in the 

participation of producing in a communal 
garden is bemeficial to the area.

23 from 30 residents from Comas 
answered the questionnarie 

The finish prototype for a vacant land for Urban Agriculture. 
It has an area of administration, study rooms for capacitation 
and a small space for selling the prducts that are produce


