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Effects of  Development on 
Native Hawaiian Communities

McKenna R Carter | SBE Senior Capstone| Spring 2022 | Instructors Joey Iuliano & Kenny Wong

How does development impact Native 
communities in Hawaii? What developments are 

detrimental or beneficial to the people? 
The community of  Keaukaha, a Native Hawaiian 
Homeland, faces many challenges to sustainability such 
as zoning restrictions, sewage & air pollution, and 
systemic financial hardship. This research will explain 
the impacts of  different developments within and near 
the community, whether it be bad or good, to find what 
should be implemented or avoided with building near 
native communities anywhere else.

This research consisted of  Research, Organizing 
collected data & interviews, and Analysis of  the 
impacts of  each development. Data was categorized 
into three impacts: Social, Environment, and 
Economic. Collected snapshots of  the community within a 
ten-year time frame were used to visually show development 
change. Later, information was collected through interviews 
with residents and community association leaders to assess 
their perspective of  developments and their impact. 
Interviews were held over email, Zoom calls, and phone 
calls with a setlist of  questions.

Native Hawaiians have a lot stacked against them when 
it comes to being able to sustain themselves on the island, 
and in a study called “Paradise for Tourists, a Struggle 
for Natives” evidence showed how the tourism industry’s 
continued development fuels native homelessness, 
the housing crisis, and natives accessibility to 
housing. A branch of  tourism, Vacation Rentals, pushes 
against boundaries that natives have physically, socially, 
and culturally. Continued development today continues 
to squeeze native communities out of  their land trusts.

Interviews had differing perspectives, but all viewed 
targeted developments the same. The Keaukaha Schools 
and Education Center, a central part of  the community, 
brought positive impacts to the community socially, 
environmentally, and economically, as well as any local 
parks or beaches. The Hilo Airport, Hilo Sewage plant, 
and the shipping service, seen as detrimental, squeeze 
against the community and rarely service the community 
for good. All three developments have been recorded for 
negative impacts social, environmental, and 
economic reasons.

The highest reported detrimental developments in all 
three categories are: the Hilo International Airport, 
the Hilo Sewage Plant, and the shipping service. 
All three caused impacts of  pollution, health risks, 
little to no economic stimuli, and residents feel 
negatively towards zoning laws on their trusted land. The 
most reported positive development is the Keauakaha 
Schools because of  its enrichment which provides them 
with better education, and feasible opportunities, and 
brings the community together to learn about the culture 
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and sustainably with the land. Limitations faced were 
limited responses from residents and a lack of  perspective 
from people behind the developments, which can skew 
the overall feeling towards certain developments. Moving 
forward, I hope to increase the number of  responses from 
different backgrounds within the community to have a 
balanced understanding.
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