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If dues and dollars were votes, then we don't have any reason to fear 
that our belated issue of 1970's SMRC Newsletter caused any change of 
affiliation. Thanks to all of you who responded to our institutionalized 
envelope ! There seems to have been a lot of quiet activity in the mis­
sion and colonial field over the summer, so we want to keep you abreast 
and informed. Again, any projects or research you know of will be 
most welcomely reported in the Newsletter.

MEXICAN INTERLUDE: While the last edition of the Newsletter was 
still in the press, Fr. Charles Polzer, S. J. drove to Mexico City for 
two months of research in the Archivo General de la Nación and the 
Archivo Histórico de Hacienda. The AGN collection is well known to 
all researchers, but the director and staff at AGN claim that Bolton's 
Guide to Materials for the History of the United States in Mexican Ar­
chives is so outmoded that they no longer make use of it! The collection 
has expanded and has been often reclassified; most of the material is 
being systematically microfilmed by Bancroft Library so that old or new 
classifications notwithstanding, the archival material will be available 
within the U.S.

Don Ignacio Rubio Mane, director of the AGN, discussed their cur­
rent plans to initiate a new documentary series of rare or unpublished 
documents. The series will most probably begin with material concern­
ing the colonial period in the northern states, i. e. Sonora and Sinaloa. 
The selection and editing is being conducted by Sr. German Viveros on 
sabbatical from the University of Sonora.

The greater portion of Fr. Polzer's research was restricted to the 
Ramo de Temporalidades of the AHH. This section of the archive con­
sists of 121 legajos almost exclusively from the Jesuit Procurator's 
files. The majority of the information deals with the administration 
and title to properties of the Assistancy of New Spain, but a significant 
percentage of the collection concerns the^ missions of the Northwest. 
According to the archivist, Señora Margarita Sanchez, the Ramo de 
Temporalidades has been little consulted and never systematically cata­
loged or searched. Some of the material is unique and some dovetails 
with documentation in the Ramo de Jesuítas and the Ramo de Historia 
in the AGN.

Only a brief visit was made to the Biblioteca Nacional since a doc­
toral candidate from the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, 
Sr. Ignacio Del Rio, has carefully researched the Archivo Franciscano. 
He has compiled a mostuseful catalog and has employed a most thorough 
bibliographical method which will eventually be published as a catalog­
guide to the collection. This source is well known to scholars but a sys­
tematic guide has neverbeen published; those available have been partial
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and selective whereas Del Rio's guide is comprehensive. There is a 
wealth of documentation on ecclesiastical, civil and military affairs for 
the northwestern frontier.

MAGDALENA DE KINO, SONORA: The Plaza del Padre Kino is nearly 
complete and the project has changed the face of that quiet Mexican town. 
The architectural theme of brick arched portales and white stucco walls 
is reaching farther into the pueblo as buildings on the Plaza Juarez and 
other streets are being rennovated.

The centuries old pilgrimmage-fiesta of San Francisco Javier under­
went a major change this year since the carnival elements were moved 
to the south of town, some six blocks from the central Plaza. Indian 
pilgrims were far more easily distinguished from the fiesta-following 
vaqueros. Immense crowds thronged outside the church to pass by the 
reclining statue of San Francisco which was moved half-way up the 
remodelled west nave. Hundreds of pilgrims arriving in Magdalena by 
train, bus and car were astonished at the substantial changes in and 
around the Plaza; some Yaquis were initially disoriented and thought 
they had detrained at the wrong station !

DE ANZA DAY IN TUBAC: On October 23 the Tubac Historical Society 
sponsored a re-enactment of the departure from Tubac for California 
by Juan Bautista de Anza and his hardy band of Spanish colonists. The 
original departure tookplace 195 years earlier, in 1775. Fathers Kieran 
McCarty, Edward Carscallen and Roger Montano celebrated a com­
memorative mass; the colonists and Spanish soldiers departed; and 
Francis S. Ainsa, a descendant of Juan B. de Anza1 s niece, delivered 
the principal address. One of the organizers of this memorial event, 
Dr. Elizabeth R. Brownell, is compiling a biographical file of people 
who lived in or contributed to Tubac's history. Those of you interested 
in helping Dr. Brownell by calling her attention to source material are 
urged to write her c/o the Tubac Historical Society, P. O. Box 1342, 
Tubac, Arizona 85640.

CHURCHES IN PAPAGUERIA: On October 10-11, a small invading force 
of archaeologists, historians and cartographers, including members of
the SMRC, located and recorded 
sites in the Vekol Valley in the 
northwestern quarter of the Pa - 
pago Reservation. Among the 
site sis the ruin of a church near 
VaivaVo (Cocklebur) which was 
built by Father Tiburtius Wand, 
O. F. M. in 1914, The facade 
and parts of the walls continue 
to stand, but in general the 
church is like the statue ofOzy- 
mandias, a "colossal wreck," 
around the decay of which, 
"boundle s s and bare the lone and 
level sands stretch far away. " 
In much better shape are vacant 
but more-or-less intact adobe Breakfast out in Papago Country



SMRC

chapels which were built by Papagos themselves, and on a much more 
modest scale. We saw two or three of these at abandoned Papago sites. 
The desert will one day reclaim the adobes, but the chapelswill then be 
mounds, never "ruins."

A new mission church which will one day belong to history is that 
almost completed at Kaka village. It has a sunken nave; the architecture 
is modern; and exceptfor the water tank, it is the most prominent struc­
ture in this otherwise adobe community. The Franciscans have been in 
charge of its construction. .

HERE AND THERE: Since his return from Spain, John Kes sell has be­
come assistant editor of the New Mexico Historical Review, one of the 
most honored and venerable of all southwestern historical quarterlies. 
John is making plans towrite a much-needed critical biography of Fray 
Francisco Garces, O. F.M., and to write a history of Tumacacori Mis­
sion in southern Arizona which will provide a sequel to his book on 
Mission Guevavi. His most recent published effort is, "The Making of 
a Martyr: The Young Francisco Garces," which appeared in the New 
Mexico Historical Review, Vol. 45, no. 3 (July), pp. 180-196.
ELSEWHERE ON THE PUBLICATION FRONT: Although geographically 
it is far afield from the Southwest it is historically and conceptually re­
lated to our mutual field of interest, and you will enjoy the publication 
by William B. Hill, The Indians of Axacan and the Spanish Martyrs: 
The Beginnings of Virginia, 1570. This little "chapbook," which is pub­
lished in a very limited edition, can be purchased by sending one dollar 
to the Roanoke River Museum, P. O. Box 872, Clarksville, Virginia 
23927. It is just off the press and is copyrighted 1970.

----------------------------------------------- MORE IN PRINT -------------------------------------------------- 
Boyd, E.

1970a Review of Los Hermanos Penitentes, by Lorayne Horke- 
Follick. El Palacio, Vol. 76, no. 3, pp. 33-34. Santa Fe, 
Museum of New Mexico. [We normally wouldn't call your 
attention to a book review, but this one, by SMRC member 
Boyd, is something special^

1970b 17th Century Spanish Medal Found in Estancia Valley. El 
Palacio, Vol. 76, no. 3, p. 16. Santa Fe, Museum of New 
Mexico.

Collins, Karen S. , editor
1970 Fray Pedro de Arriquibar's Census of Tucson, 1820. The 

Journal of Arizona History,^ Vol. 11, no. 1 (Spring), pp. 
14-22. Tucson, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society.

Griffith, James S.
1969 Mestizo Matachines Dancers in Los Mochis, Sinaloa, De­

cember 11, 1968. The Kiva, Vol. 35, no. 2, pp. 103-104. 
Tucson, Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society.

1970 The Cruz de Perdon at Los Patos, Sinaloa, December 9, 
1969. The Kiva, Vol. 35, no. 3, pp. 138-140. Tucson, 
Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society.

Gunnerson, James H. , and Dolores A. Gunnerson
1970 Evidence of Apaches at Pecos. El Palacio, Vol. 76, no. 3, 

pp. 1-6, Santa Fe, Museum of New Mexico.
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Hotz, Gottfried
1970 Indian Skin Paintings from the American. Southwest. The 

Civilization of the American Indian Series, Vol. 94. Nor­
man, University of Oklahoma Press. [This is the trans­
lation into English of the book by Hotz first published in 
i960, Indianische Ledermalereien. It concerns 18th cen­
tury paintings on hide sent to his family by Father Philipp 
Segesser, S. J. , who came to Pimeria in 1731J

Lister, Florence C. , and Robert H. Lister
1969 Majolica: Ceramic Link between Old World and New. El 

Palacio, Vol. 76, no. 2, pp. 1-15. Santa Fe, Museum of 
New Mexico.

Loomis, Noel M.
1969 Commandants-General of the Interior Provinces: A Pre­

liminary List. Arizona and the West, Vol. 11, no. 3 
(Autumn), pp. 261-268. Tucson, The University of Ariz­
ona Press.

Morrell, L. Ross, and B. Calvin Jones
1970 San Juan de Aspalaga (A Preliminary Architectural Study). 

Bulletin of the Bureau of Historic Sites and Properties, 
no. 1, pp. 24-43. Tallahassee, Florida Department of 
State. [Not southwestern, but a Spanish mission nonethe­
less, and useful for comparative purposes.]

Schuetz, Mardith K.
1970 Excavation of a Section of the Acequia Madre in Bexar 

County, Texas, and Archeological Investigations at Mis­
sion San Jose in April 1968. Archeological Report, no. 19. 
Austin, Texas Historical Survey Committee.

Smith, Watson
1970 Seventeenth-Century Spanish Missions of the Western Pu­

eblo Area. The Smoke Signal, no. 21 (Spring). Tucson, 
Tucson Corral of the Westerners, Inc. [Available for $1.00 
by writing to Otis Chidester, 1937 E. Blacklidge Drive, 
Tucson, Arizona 85719.]

Stark, Richard B.
1970 Music of the Spanish Folk Plays in New Mexico. Santa Fe, 

Museum of New Mexico Press. 
----------------------------------— — - 
Warner, Michael J.

1970 Protestant Missions among the Navajo. New Mexico His­
torical Review, Vol. 45, no. 3 (July), pp. 209-232. Albu­
querque, University of New Mexico Press.

Any inquiries about, or contributions for, the SMRC Newsletter may be 
sent to any one of the following addresses:

SMRC Newsletter
949 East Second Street 
Tucson, Arizona 85719

Dr. Bernard Fontana 
Arizona State Museum 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, Arizona85721

Rev. Charles Polzer,S.J.
2844 East First Street 
Tucson, Arizona 85716


