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needs of non-U.S. lawyers seeking U.S. legal training.  Unlike an LL.M, a J.D. allows non-

U.S. lawyers to take the bar exam in any U.S. jurisdiction.  Moreover, the J.D. course of 

study ensures that non-U.S. lawyers learn the foundations of American law, which are taught 
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 As with all Arizona Law programs, JDAS students enjoy a highly individualized 

and supportive experience, extensive training in research and writing, and a high degree of 
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MASTER OF LAWS (LL.M.)  

AND DOCTOR OF JURIDICAL SCIENCE (S.J.D.) 

IN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES LAW AND POLICY 

 
The University of Arizona in Tucson, in the heart of the American Southwest and 

Arizona Indian Country, is widely recognized as one of the world’s leading academic centers 

for the study of Indigenous peoples’ cultures, histories, languages, laws, and human rights.  

With the strengths of The University of Arizona in the field of Indigenous peoples studies, 

the James E. Rogers College of Law, working closely with Indigenous peoples, their leaders, 

and their communities, offers the interdisciplinary Master of Laws (LL.M.) and Doctor of 

Juridical Science (S.J.D.) Programs in Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy.   

The advanced one-year degree LL.M. Program is designed to prepare lawyers to 

meet the unique and difficult set of challenges and problems confronting international and 

domestic law reform and policymaking in the field of Indigenous peoples’ rights in the 

twenty-first century.  As the highest degree offered in the field of law, the S.J.D. offers 

candidates an intellectually challenging opportunity for academic specialization. 

The LL.M. Program in Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy is designed to educate 

graduate law students from the United States and foreign countries on the most important 

legal and policy issues confronting lawyers in the field of Indigenous peoples’ rights, with 

particular emphasis on indigenous peoples in the United States, Canada, Australia, New 

Zealand, and Latin America.  In addition, the LL.M. Program strives to promote a deeper 

critical and global understanding of the challenges and problems confronting lawyers and 

policymakers in the field of Indigenous peoples’ rights.   

Both LL.M. and S.J.D. students have an opportunity to take a large number of 

courses offered at the College of Law and/or other graduate and professional school programs 

at The University of Arizona.  The College of Law offers 20 to 30 credit hours of specialized 

Indian law courses each fall and each spring semester.  The S.J.D. Program also offers highly 

qualified candidates the opportunity to conduct advanced research and produce original 

scholarship under the guidance of its internationally renowned faculty, including S. James 

Anaya, recently appointed as United Nations Special Rapporteur on Rights of Indigenous 

People and author of Indigenous Peoples in International Law (2d ed.); Robert A. Williams, 

Jr., co-author of Federal Indian Law: Cases and Materials (5th ed.); Melissa L. Tatum, 

contributing author to Cohen’s Handbook of Federal Indian Law and leading scholar in tribal 

court jurisdiction; as well as other academic experts in the field of Indigenous peoples’ rights.  

In addition to traditional coursework, clinical opportunities available to LL.M. and S.J.D. 

students foster the connection between practical experience and scholarly development, 

resulting in direct public service that is attentive to local, state, national, and international 

needs. 

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis, although prospective students are 

strongly encouraged to apply by March 15 for the academic year beginning mid-August.  

After March 15, admission is granted only on a space-available basis.  Further information 

also is available at our website, http://www.law.arizona.edu/depts/iplp. 
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