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A Point System to Protect Endangered Species
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has new requirements 
to ensure that pesticide use is protective of threatened and 
endangered species. When there are runoff/erosion risks, 
“mitigation relief credits” (or points) will be required to use a 
pesticide. Points required correspond to the level of risk posed. 
Users mitigate risk by tallying points based on field characteristics 
or practices they use to reduce risks. Because field characteristics 
can affect runoff, points must be determined at the field level.
EPA’s Mitigation Menu website includes definitions, exemptions, 
and about 50 different ways growers can get points.

How Do I Know if Points Are Required?
When needed, mitigation points will appear (1) in the runoff 
section of pesticide labels and/or (2) on Endangered Species 
Bulletins, available at Bulletins Live! Two (BLT). 
https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/bulletins-live-two-view-bulletins 

Learn more: UA publications on Endangered Species Bulletins 
ESA Bulletins Part 1 http://hdl.handle.net/10150/678677 
ESA Bulletins Part 2 http://hdl.handle.net/10150/678678 
EPA Mitigation Points Calculation Worksheet:
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-06/runoff-
mitigation-worksheet-april-2025_0.pdf 

Are runoff mitigation measures needed?NO, if…

Systems that capture runoff 
• Perimeter berm system 

throughout season
• Irrigation tailwater return
• Subsurface or tile drainage 

with controlled outlet
Application methods

• Soil or tree injection, spot 
treatment < 1000 sq ft,       
< 1/10 acre treated

• Subsurface chemigation 
beneath non-permeable 
plastic mulch

Managed areas only for 
≥ 1,000 ft down-gradient 

from application site 
• Agricultural fields, including 

untreated portions of treated 
field

• Roads, paved or gravel 
surfaces, mowed grassy 
areas, bare ground

• Buildings and perimeters, 
silos, man-made structures

• Areas maintained for 
drift/runoff mitigation, 
including Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) 
lands, field borders, 
hedgerows, veg. filter strips

• Managed wetlands
• On-farm contained irrigation 

water sources not connected 
to adjacent water bodies

Still need points? 
See EPA’s Mitigation Menu website for definitions and additional 

point options: https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/mitigation-menu 
Also see: Mitigation Menu descriptions & definitions:

https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/mitigation-menu-measure-descriptions 
If none of these apply

Mitigation tracking / Conservation
• Keep records of mitigation practices at field level (1 pt)
• Recommendations from technical specialist (1 pt) or 
• Participation in a non-EPA-qualified conservation program (2 pts)
• Participation in an EPA-qualified conservation program (e.g., EQIP)  (9 pts)

Field characteristics
• Field with slope ≤ 3% (2 pts)
• Moderately sandy soils (50-89% sand; HSG B type soil) (2 pts)
• Predominantly sandy soils (≥90% sand; HSG A type soils) (3 pts)

In-field mitigations
• Irrigation management: use of soil moisture sensors/evapotranspiration 

meters with center pivots & sprinklers; above ground drip tape, drip emitters; 
micro-sprinklers (2 pts); Use of below tarp irrigation, below ground drip tape; 
dry farming, non-irrigated lands (3 pts)

• Cover crop / continuous ground cover: with tillage (1 pts); no tillage; short-
term cover crop (2 pts); no tillage; long-term cover crop (3 pts)

• Mulching with natural materials (3pts)

Application parameters
• Soil incorporation (1 pt)
• Use of water-soluble formulations of anionic  polyacrylamide PAM (2 pts)

Systems that partially capture runoff
• Subsurface tile drains, tile drains without controlled drainage structure (1 pt)
• Sediment basins, catch basins, sediment traps, water retention ponds (2 pts) 

If label requires points, use this checklist to identify situations 
that apply to your application  (points in parentheses)

EPA Mitigation 
Menu

Good News for Arizona!
Certain field conditions and practices common across Arizona 
earn mitigation credits, and many fields may be exempt from 
points. Growers start with 3 or 6 credits toward points, based 
on low or very low county-level runoff vulnerability. Use the flow 
chart (right) to consider common ways to get mitigation credits.

County runoff relief
• Apache, Coconino, Gila, Graham, La Paz, Mohave, Navajo, Pima, Yuma (6 pts)
• Cochise, Greenlee, Maricopa, Pinal, Santa Cruz, Yavapai (3 pts)
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